
Learning activity
Designing environments 

matching cLassroom content to Learning goaLs anD interests
Activity overview: Participants practice selecting classroom contents that match children’s learning goals and interests.

Directions: In the first column, without using names, write a specific child’s learning goal. In the next column, put 
some of that child’s interests. In the final column, think of materials and/or activities that relate to or match in some 
way the information in the first two columns. Do this for several children.

Child’s learning goals Child’s interests Possible contents

• Able to identify own name

• Able to greet other children and 
ask to play

• Able to appropriately grasp 
marker or crayon for writing

• Cars, trucks, etc.

• Art projects that involve painting

• Singing and movement

• Stories about animals

• Vehicles with child’s name put  
on them

• CD with greeting friends song

• Special pencils that can become 
painting implements

• Amy’s animal story about friends

NCQTL This document was prepared under Grant #90HC0002 for the u.s. Department of Health and Human services, Administration 
for Children and Families, Office of Head start, by the National Center on Quality Teaching and Learning.

For more Information, contact us at: ncqtl@uw.edu or 877-731-0764

FAll 2012


